INTRODUCTION
Numerous studies conducted with rats and other species of mammals or birds have shown that animals rely more on distant than proximal visual information in order to determine the location of a goal or reinforcement (Olton & Samuelson, 1976; Suzuki, Augerinos, & Black, 1980; Clayton & Krebs, 1994; Devenport & Devenport, 1994; Langley, 1994) . The distant visual cues are thought to be integrated in a spatial representation of the environment, upon which the animals can rely for accurate orientation (Tolman, 1948) . This representation, however, should also integrate proximal information (O'Keefe & Nadel, 1978; Poucet, 1993) . Although distant visual information may be more relevant to ensure accurate orientation, as distant landmarks can be perceived from many different viewpoints, it has been clearly demonstrated that animals are also attentive to proximal information (Poucet, Chapuis, Durup, & Thinus-Blanc, 1986; ThinusBlanc, Bouzouba, Chaix, Chapuis, Durup, & Poucet, 1987; Tomlinson & Johnston, 1991) .
Some experimenters have investigated the relative use of proximal and dis-
